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PEARS Monthly Meeting

will take place at Londt Park Sports Centre on the 15th April

at 20H00. The main topic of discussion will be the 4X4 Off

Road Race – 18/19/20 April.

WRINKLY RAVERS
The next get together on 1st May will take place at The Hedges, 151
Main Rd, Walmer (behind Pick Fruit).

So come and join the Wrinked Ravers as they enjoy one anothers
company, chatting and enjoying a meal together.

See you there!

Dear fellow Radio Amateurs and PEARS
members, 

As this QSX goes to print I will be attending
the 2008 SARL AGM in Bloemfontein. It
will be interesting to see what these guys
have put together and I will gladly give a full
report back on the next occasion I have to
talk to you all. It promises to be very excit-
ing and it is a great pity that more of the
local fraternity cannot attend the weekend
with me. Maybe we should look at offering
to host it sometime in the future.  2009 is
going to be back at HQ in Johannesburg.
What about 2010?

With the current crisis with the electricity
supply to Port Elizabeth I would like to have you remember the dedication of those that
ensure we can still use repeaters etc during black outs. People like our own Chris
ZS2AAW for their foresight in ensuring an uninterrupted supply to the repeater network.
Keep those batteries charged and generators filled with Petrol. Things promise to become
even more challenging before they improve. 

On the subject of Operator tests conducted on behalf of PEARS it is important that all
candidates get a copy of the prescribed requirements and be confident in this procedure
before they attempt the test. We have an elmer committee that is quite capable of helping
as I am and many others. This is the bare minimum requirement for any prospective ham
to be able to do on a practical basis. A copy of the test is downloadable at www.sarl.org.za

So look forward to seeing all of you at the monthly meetings and continue to support your
club and encourage non members to join. Our strength lies in our numbers.

Amateur Radio is alive and well in PEARS. So come on SAY HELLO!

73 Donovan  ZS2DL  - Chairman PEARS
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Hamnet / ECARES News

Are you keen to build some amateur radio
equipment, but feel you need some guidance to do
so, why not contact the Elmer sub-committee.

Feel free to listen in or join in the discussion on
Monday nights, just after the re-broadcast of the
PEARS weekly bulletin.

The sub-committee consists of

Bill ZS2ABZ, phone 041-5812580; 

Viv ZS2VM, phone 041-3681340 and 

Al ZS2U, phone 041-360-2983.

It is planned to hold an activity day on Sunday, 27th
April, any time from 11h00 onwards. This will be held
on an open field along Walker Drive, about 2.5 kilo-
metres from Kabega Road. The activity day is open to
all amateurs and interested members.

You may set up a field station to operate and demon-
strate field operation, or come view other field
stations. You may also come along for a picnic and to
socialize with other members. We already have three
amateurs who will be setting up field stations.

Please support this activity with your presence.

73,

Al ZS2U

Director
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Minutes of PEARS Monthly Meeting

Held at Londt Park Sports Club on 18 March 2008 at 20:00

Welcome.

The Chairman welcomed everybody, especially Bjorn DK1EAW and Claire Scott
ZU2CS.

Attendance & Apologies.

As per the attendance register.

Acceptance of minutes of previous meeting.

Proposed by ZS2EC and seconded by ZS2EZ.

Matters arising

Nil.

Correspondence.

A number of repeater renewals and club newsletters.

Finance.

The Treasurer ZS2RT reported that all was well.

General.

1. Pears is now an official ZU examination centre, and examinations can be
held at any time.   The examiners are ZS2DL, ZS2ABZ and ZS2U.

2. Al ZS2U donated a number of small trophy cups for use by our club.

3. The RTA weekend will be on 31 May 2008.  Chairman ZS2DL urged
members to attend.

4. SARL AGM on 11/12/13 April:  Donovan ZS2DL will be attending.  Club
members who are also SARL members to please send ZS2DL a blank email
so that he can obtain their email address, and he will then email them a
proxy form by return.  After signing the proxy form, members to email/fax it
back to him.

5. The PEARS AGM will be held at the Walmer scout hall on 7 June 2008.
Clive ZS2RT to organise the venue.

6. After some discussion, the meeting agreed that the subs for next year shall
be R80.  Subs for spouses and students to remain unchanged.

7. Anthony ZS2BA gave members a brief overview of the forthcoming 4x4 off-
road race, to be held on 18/19/20 April.  Members were urged to assist with
this event.

8. Al ZS2U informed members of various VHF beacons that were being
activated.

9. Claire Scott ZU2CS was presented with a certificate for coming second in the
QSO party held during 2007.

10. Chris ZS2AAW mentioned that he needed to spend about R1500 on upgrad-
ing the lightning protection at the Uitenhage repeater – instead of utilising
club funds for this, other arrangements are to be made.

11. After the conclusion of business, Donovan showed a video of a recent DX-
pedition to Kergeulen Island.
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To All My Amateur Radio Friends

This is an open letter to advise you all that as of Monday 7 April 2008 I have joined
the staff of HAM RADIO OUTLET SA cc, the Amateur Radio and Commercial Radio
dealership started by Donovan ZS2DL a couple of years back. 

A major part of my function will be the handling of Amateur Radio sales, and I hope
to be able to assist many of you with your Amateur requirements.

HRO-SA is in no way affiliated to Ham Radio Outlet in the USA. We are authorised
dealers in Yaesu, Icom and Kenwood radio equipment, and are also the Southern
African Master Dealer for Cushcraft antennas. We also do HyGain, MFJ and in fact
pretty much anything you want! No matter what it is, we will try to source it for you.
We have an extensive website at http://www.hamradio.co.za where you can get an
idea of what we have on offer - this website is constantly being added to, and we
plan to add a used items page in the near future. Pricing on the website is intended
to give you an indication, and is not cast in stone. Obviously the exchange rate
plays a part, so talk to me - if I can help out, I will!

I am reachable on the office number (041)3600781, cellphone 0837179210 (this
number may be changing soon - if you can't get me on that one check the website
for my new number) or via email at barry@hamradio.co.za - I would love to hear
from you, even if only to say hello!  Advice is always free!! 

To those of you that I have not had contact with for a while, please keep in touch
via email!!

73 DE BARRY MURRELL ZS2EZ (EX ZR6DXB / ZR2DX)

Sales Representative, HRO-SA

Tel: 041-3600781 (Office) 0837179210 (Cell) 041-5812305 (A/H)

Barry Murrell joins Staff of Ham Radio Outlet

Wanting to control your Icom PCR1000, Yaesu, Kenwood or

Elecraft Radios via Bluetooth, WiFi from your PDA?

Lynovation is proud to announce the CTR family of radio

accessories for the pocket PC and the PC

Contact Linton Röhl

Cell 0836463491

http://ctr-remote.home.att.net/
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Apr 16-Apr 21, 1600Z-0000Z, Linthicum, MD. Historical Electronics Museum ARC, W2W. Dedica-
tion of Wurzburg Radar at Museum. 14.250 14.050 7.250 7.050. Certificate. W2W Wurzburg-
HEMARC, Box 1693 MS 4015, Baltimore, MD 21203. w3hem@arrl.net

Apr 19, 1500Z-2000Z, Carthage, TX. Panola County Amateur Radio Club, WA5PC. From the only
international boundry marker within USA. 14.287 7.240 3.900. Certificate. WA5PC, 380 CR 1241,
Gary, TX 75643. www.wa5pc.org

Apr 19, 1600Z-2300Z, Everett, WA. Cascade Radio Club, W7K. 60 years of ARRL affiliation. 21.350
14.250 7.25 3.85. Certificate. Roger Attwell, WN7M, 1814 Silver Lake Rd, Everett, WA 98208. All
stations worked will receive a certificate confirming the contact, postage paid, no QSL required.
www.cascaderadioclub.org

Apr 19, 1600Z-2200Z, Long Beach, CA. Shoreline Amateur Radio Association, K6SYC. SYC Salutes
33rd year of Long Beach Grand Prix. 14.265 7.250 3.850 147.090. QSL. K6SYC, 386 Shoreline Dr S,
Long Beach, CA 90802. Tune in and hear the roar of Grand Prix racing in the background. Special
event station is just a few yards from the track. K6SYC@yahoo.com

Apr 19, 1600Z-2200Z, Norman, OK. South Canadian Amateur Radio Society, W5NOR. Commemorat-
ing the Oklahoma Land Run of 1889. 14.325. QSL. SCARS, PO Box 720993, Norman, OK 73070.
www.w5nor.org

Apr 19-Apr 20, 1400Z-0500Z, McArthur, OH. Vinton County Amateur Radio Club, W8V. 5 Covered
Bridges in Vinton County, Ohio. 14.250 14.080 7.225 3.835. Certificate. Tom Coelho, 62130 Locker
Plant Rd, McArthur, OH 45651.

Apr 24-Apr 26, 0700Z-2300Z, Barry, IL. Hannibal Amateur Radio Club, K9P. 2008 USPSA Handgun
Nationals PASA-Park. 14.265 7.265. QSL. Hannibal Amateur Radio Club, PO Box 1522, Hannibal,
MO 63401. www.w0kem.com

Apr 25-Apr 27, 1900Z-0700Z, Visalia, CA. International DX Convention, K6V. Celebrating the 59th
International DX Convention. 14.250. QSL. Mel Hughes, K6SY, 28017 San Nicolas Dr, Rancho Palos
Verdes, CA 90275. www.dxconvention.org

Apr 26, 0000Z-2359Z, Wall, NJ. Ocean Monmouth Amateur Radio Club, N2MO. International
Marconi Day, Award Station. 14.250 14.050 7.250 7.050. Certificate. OMARC, PO Box 267,
Oakhurst, NJ 07755. International Marconi Day Award Station from the original Belmar, NJ site.
www.omarc.org

Apr 26, 1300Z-2330Z, Springfield, IL. Sangamon Valley Radio Club, N9L. 2008 BSA Lincoln Trail
Hike. 14.240 7.240. QSL. Sangamon Valley Radio Club, c/o American Red Cross, 1045 Outer Park
Dr, Springfield, IL 62704. www.svrc.org

Apr 26-Apr 27, 1600Z-2300Z, Aberdeen, WA. Grays Harbor Amateur Radio Club, W7ZA. 54th
Birthday at Bowerman Airfield Tower, Hoquiam, WA. 14.280 14.100 7.250 3.950. QSL. W7ZA
GHARC, PO Box 2250, Aberdeen, WA 98520. www.gharc.org

Apr 27, 1600Z-2200Z, Charlottesville, VA. Albemarle Amateur Radio Club, W9GFZ. National Radio
Astronomy Observatory Community Open House. 14.220 7.220. QSL. AARC, PO Box 6833,
Charlottesville, VA 22906. awswinger@earthlink.net

Special Events for April

Cut off date for all articles to

QSX is the 11th May 2008
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South Australia's Pirate Radio PROSH
'Piracy on the Airwaves'

By Stephen Atkinson.

Ernie Sigley story: The News, Adelaide August 1, 1966.

Forty-one years ago, in the early hours of Sunday July 31, 1966,

Ernie Sigley, irreverent host of NWS 9’s Adelaide Tonight, was

abducted from his Kingswood home and driven to Cape Jervis. From

there, at sunrise, he was taken by motor launch through a heavy

swell to a vessel anchored in international waters off Kangaroo

Island. The ship, a 130-ton, 60-foot tuna boat, had motored from

Wallaroo hours earlier and now, darting in the gusts above it, a large

box kite hoisted the 200 foot antenna of an AM radio transmitter.

On board, eagerly awaiting the arrival of their special “kidnapped” guest, were 20 members of

the Adelaide chapter of SCIIAES, the Society for the Confining of Immoral Impulses Among

Engineering Students. One of their number, Ted McNally, clung to the rigging at the top of the

mainmast, struggling to keep connections intact while the anticipation and focus of some of

the others going about their duties below were clouded by nausea as the constant rising and

falling, rolling and pitching of the boat forced them to the deck and thence to the rail.

Likewise, Ernie’s wisecracking good humour about the whole elaborate affair was interspersed
with nervous questions about the sea-worthiness of the craft as he clambered aboard to meet
the captain and, after a ceremonious blast of the foghorn, was ushered downstairs. A tape
recorder and microphone had been set up in a makeshift studio and Ernie was provided with
refreshments and instructions to record a program for the first transmission of Radio Prosh.

Pirate radio was already well established in Western Europe where the evocation of piracy
was designed to underscore if not its illegality, since stations legitimately utilised the stateless
spaces of international waters. For the most part, pirate stations such as Radio Caroline,
which broadcast to the UK from a ship anchored in the English Channel, were established as
commercial ventures, playing non-stop rock and selling airtime to advertisers wanting to
circumvent legal restrictions to break into new markets. But the invasion of the ether had other
political connotations, particularly during wartimes both hot and Cold. The ‘free’ radio and
‘community’ radio movements that followed inherited some of their participatory democratic
ethics from ‘pirate’ radio, as well as the explicit criticism of state and commercial media
monopolies.

To associate Radio Prosh wholly with such a radical and noble cause, however, would be to
vastly underestimate the part played by high spirits and beer and their powerful influence on
the merry crew of pranksters. It is said, moreover, that while Ernie Sigley was on board
consumption levels rose dramatically and that a landing party had to be delegated to restock
rapidly dwindling supplies. Nevertheless, all remained committed to their master plan. This
was the first time such a venture had been attempted in the Southern Hemisphere and it was
not without its pitfalls. First was the weather. Several attempts to keep the antenna aloft
floundered in the strong winds and at one point the ship was forced to seek safe haven at
American River ahead of a storm. But most treacherous of all was the PMG, the Post Master
General, which was at that time in charge of all posts and telecommunications including radio
and television broadcast licensing.

The Radio Prosh team battled on against technical and meteorological adversity until finally,
on Tuesday, August 2, the station went to air. A brief announcement – ‘this is Radio Prosh, the
first non-advertising commercial station working purely for charity’ – followed by a short
program of music by the Rolling Stones compared by Ernie Sigley. ‘God Save the Queen’ was
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then played before the signal faded back into the sea mist. It is likely that only a few people
heard the broadcast and that they were not among the station’s target audience in Adelaide.
Reception was said to be reasonably clear on Kangaroo Island and along the southern coasts
of the state but those who tuned to the Radio Prosh frequency in the city heard only a low
hum, arousing suspicions that the signal was being jammed. At first it was suspected that a
commercial station might be responsible but technicians at 5DN claimed that such an act was
technically beyond the capabilities of a radio station and would be, in any case, in contraven-
tion of international law. They also confirmed that the Radio Prosh signal was, indeed, being
jammed and that only the PMG had the political and technical wherewithal to do it.

ponse to the news, Adelaide University students turned from Prosh Week celebrations to rally
in support of their pirate broadcaster. On August 4, 2,000 protesters, including Stuart
Cockburn, TV newsreader Roger Cardwell and the recently released Ernie Sigley, marched on
the GPO, swarming into the mail hall waving placards reading “Democracy Is In Doubt” And
“We Want Radio Prosh,” and queuing up to lodge RB-131 forms: “Report on interference to
television or radio receiver.” The following day around 100 protesters returned to stage a sit-in,
chanting “BAN THE JAM” while a petition was presented to the Director of Posts and
Telegraphs. Simultaneously, a delegation of around 50 protesters picketed the PMG head-
quarters at the airport, the point from which the jamming signal was alleged to be transmitting.

The state director of the PMG neither confirmed nor denied the allegations but nevertheless
declared the station “clandestine, unlawful” and “impermissible.” An even higher authority,
Commonwealth Post-master General, Alan Hulme, said that the Commonwealth Government
would not hesitate to jam any pirate radio station because “it would be a complete shemozzle
were stations allowed to broadcast freely without some attempt to control them”.

A stray minnow had confronted a leviathan and been swallowed whole. After a week of
struggling against the odds, the crew was returned to dry land and the ship went back to its
original task of catching fish, but Radio Prosh had at least caused a moment’s indigestion. In
the September 1966 edition of On Dit, the organisers thanked all their sponsors and the
Adelaide University Student Representative Council, and, at the same time, acknowledged the
work of the PMG “whose action…made us heard of if not actually heard.”

Article from Radio Heritage Foundation

Radio SEAC
Ceylon

© Eric Hitchcock Collection, Radio
Heritage Foundation.

We recently received a wonderful
publication from Eric Hitchcock of
the UK. The background is the in-
tense effort made by Lord Mountbat-
ten to improve the welfare of British
and Allied troops in South East Asia,
the 'Forgotten Army' as they were
sometimes called.

Always interested in radio, Mount-
batten realized that having a radio
station for his forces would improve
morale, and, with an eye to the
future, he thought a high powered
radio station in Ceylon would be use-
ful after the war.

Eric was one of the team sent to

Ceylon to bring the powerful 100kW
Marconi transmitter on the air, and
he has brought together information
from his own experiences, those of
friends, and detailed research that
includes studiously reading day after
day of notes from Mountbatten's
own diaries.

Radio SEAC produced 'SEAC Forc-
es' Radio Times' a monthly program
guide.

The rising Phoenix logo was origi-
nally drawn by Lord Mountbatten.

© Jack Fox Collection, Radio Herit-
age Foundation.

Radio SEAC began broadcasts us-
ing a smaller 7.5kW transmitter, as
well as a low powered 3395kc outlet
for the local audience. The new
100kW transmitter carried 'Forces
Radio' across SE Asia, India and as
far away as China, Japan, and Aus-
tralia and New Zealand.
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Congratulations . 

on your birthdays

on your anniversaries

April

20 Trevor Scarr, ZS2AE

22 Marge van Loggerenberg,
XYL of ZS2LR

22 Allan Bowles, ZS2BO

23 George Bowes ZS2QN

28 Chris Scarr ZS2AAW

30 Louis Jordaan ZR2J

May 

04 Chum Rhodes ZS2VU

07 Rouhe Danielson, XYL of
Henry ZS2HD

16 Lynne Thomas

19 Johannes Pieterse, ZR2JLP

20 Marjorie Forsyth, XYL of
Dudley ZS2AW

22 Saney Martin ZR1S

22 Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ

22 Erich Rohwer ZS1XZ

April

21 Elizabeth ZR2EJ and Joe
Jasson ZS2JLJ

May

02 Shirley and Gus Winter
ZS2MC

23 Rouhe and Henry Danielson
ZS2HD

We're very grateful to Eric for doing

this research on one of the founding

stations of the British Forces Broad-

casting Service and bringing it all

together as a fantastic research

resource.

It contains the full story on the be-

hind the scenes battles waged to get

the station on air during a time of

wartime scarcity, and for a theater of

war that was becoming less valuable

to the British as they realized that

they would no longer be able to

keep control of India after the war.

Operating a powerful shortwave sta-

tion in tropical conditions brought

about challenges of its own, and Eric

puts the whole operation in concise

context, liberally illustrated with in-

side photos by the staff during the

construction and operation period.

Radio SEAC was later handed over

to Radio Ceylon in 1949 and be-

came the mainstay of their incredibly

popular commercial radio program

that was heard in households all

over newly independent Ceylon, In-

dia and Pakistan.

We're incredibly grateful to Eric for

putting this story together, and for

generously making a copy available

to our archives.

From Page 8
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Sunday Bulletins
PEARS bulletins are transmitted on
Sundays immediately after the SARL
English transmission, i.e. at about
08:45 on 7098 kHz as well as the 2
metre linked network that provides
from Butterworth to George and up to
the Free State and their environs.
PEARS 7098 or 3640 kHz transceive
facilities are also remotely linked as
needed. In addition, the SARL's 40m
operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz or
Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely
patched to the 2m network in receive
only mode or with full transceive ca-
pability for interactive events.

Bulletin Roster

20th Apr Rory ZS2BL

27th Apr Anthony ZS2BA

04th May Donovan ZS2DL

11th May Chris ZS2AAW

18th May Beavan ZS2RL

Advertise your swops in this

space. 

Contact Ashley ZS2AG by

sending an SMS or phoning on

0823726696.
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Your Societies Committee for 2007
Chairman Donovan van    

Loggerenberg ZS2DL 082-8524885 zs2dl@hamradio.co.za

Vice Chair, Technical Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 041-3681344 cvscarr@intekom.co.za

Secretary Beavan Gwilt ZS2RL 041-3688810 beavan@xsinet.co.za

Treasurer / Clive Fife ZS2RT 041-3673203 cfife@absamail.co.za

Fund Raising

Marketing & PR. Anthony Bruyns ZS2BA 041-3602060 anthonyb@vodamail.co.za

Contesting and Awards, 

SARL Liaison Barry Murrell ZS2EZ 041-5813561 zs2ez@zs2ez.co.za

Webmaster / Youth Dev. Barry Murrell ZS2EZ 041-5813561 webmaster@zs2pe.co.za

Club Social Activities/ Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082-4112743 glen_vaness@telkomsa.net

Guest Speakers Beavan Gwilt ZS2RL 041-3688810 bgwilt@iburst.co.za

RAE (co-opted for this Al Akers ZS2U 041-3602983 reucom@agnet.co.za

purpose) Paul Galpin ZS2PG 041-3721779 galpinp@absamail.co.za

VW Rally Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 041-3681344 cvscarr@intekom.co.za

Anthony Bruyns ZS2BA 041-3602060 anthonyb@vodamail.co.za

Beavan Gwilt ZS2RL 041-3688810 bgwilt@iburst.co.za

Catering for meetings Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041-5812580 hodges@absamail.co.za

Other members Eric Hosten ZS2ECH 041-3681505 Eric.Hosten@nmmu.ac.za

Elmer Committee Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041-5812580 whodges@absamail.co.za

Assisted by co-opted  Viv Moore ZS2VM 041-3681340 vivmoore@mweb.co.za

members Al Akers ZS2U 041-3602983 reucom@agnet.co.za

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services

REPEATERS

Town VHF # 145,050/650   Town UHF # 431,050/438,650   Uitenhage # 145,075/675
# - These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area

Cockscomb 145,000/600    Lady's Slipper *145,100/700    Colesberg *431,075/438,675
Noupoort *431,150/438,750    Cradock *145,050/650 

* These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, also linked to which are East
London 145,775 MHz, George 145,700, Danabaai 145,600, Stilbaai 145,750, Butterworth
145,725, King Williams Town 145,625 and Umtata (438,725 duplex). It is further extendable to
Cape Town via the WCRWG system. # These can also be linked as required.

PACKET NETWORK

ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node - Lady's Slipper 7.040 300bd, 144.625 1200bd, 434.875 9600bd,
433.800 1200bd APRS, Cape Linked Network listen-only for APRS.
ZS0NTP Packet Bulletin Board - Lady's Slipper Access via the node, or use "VIA ZS0NTP-7"
ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node - Governorskop 144.675, 438.275, 434.875
ZS0CDK-2 Packet Node - Cradock 144.675
ZS2ABZ-4 WMR918 Weather Station on APRS 144.625

BEACONS

2M Beacon (ZS2VHF CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 144.415

6M Beacon (ZS2SIX CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 50.005

See the PEARS web site at www.zs2pe.co.za for further details and network diagrams.
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